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FASCINATED BY
THE SEA AND THE COAST



INFORMATION HIGHWAY

Do you have a question about the sea or the coast? Or do you want 
to have a better understanding of how the ocean, with all its users 
and residents, functions? Don’t worry, VLIZ will introduce you to this 
fascinating world in words and pictures. Free in-house publications (‘De 
Grote Rede’, Zeekrant, VLIZ website,…), specific packages and projects 
for teachers (‘Planet Ocean’) and a publicly accessible sea library will take 
you quite far.

VLIZ furthermore organises or participates in dozens of workshops and 
other instructive and creative knowledge moments on an annual 
basis. Last but not least, we also assist the press and any interested 
person with questions they may have.

MARINE RESEARCH HUB
As a scientific institution, VLIZ actively supports Flemish marine and 
coastal research. It is also a catalyst and point of contact which not 
only promotes the visibility of this multidisciplinary research in Belgium 
and abroad, but also helps establish new contacts with international 
networks.

Within this scope VLIZ organises numerous scientific awards, supports 
other European and multilateral oceanographic partners and signs all 
kinds of cooperation agreements with (inter)national research groups.

MARINE RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE

Marine researchers need a research vessel and a lot of equipment. 
The recently built RV Simon Stevin enables scientists and students to 
examine the resources of the southern part of the North Sea in all its 
aspects (physical oceanography, fishing, marine biology, chemistry, 
technology, archaeology and earth sciences). The materials and samples 
are initially processed and stored in the Marine Station Ostend (MSO).

ARCHIVING IS LEARNING,
MEASURING IS KNOWING
Collecting new data, monitoring our seas and recovering and archiving 
old information. Valuable though these activities are, they do not suffice. 
This is why the VLIZ Data Centre makes as much scientific information 
as possible available on behalf of Flemish marine researchers and 
government authorities. In addition, it plays a leading international 
role in various oceanographic data networks. The VLIZ Data Centre was 
appointed as National Oceanographic Data Centre (NODC) by IODE-
UNESCO, and received recognition as a World Data Centre from ICSU for 
its prominent international role in the field of biodiversity data. VLIZ also 
collects a lot of important data on behalf of policy makers. Who conducts 
what marine research or performs which maritime activity? How much fish 
is landed in Belgian ports? What is the current status of the North Sea? 
VLIZ provides the answer to these and many other questions, for example 
through the publication of a Compendium for Coast and Sea.


